
Wauwatosa School District Facilities Advisory Committee 
Meeting March 16, 2017 – Highlights  
 

• The committee discussed building tour dates 

• Marty laid out how they rated the level of condition of the buildings in their analysis 

• Marty pointed out it’s the elementary schools that really have some issues as they are 
the oldest 

• Informed committee how the report was put together – at some point it costs more to 
maintain than to replace – pointed out that most of the equipment is past its life 

• Marty Discussed highlights of high school analysis, middle schools and then elementary 
schools 

• Nick pointed out that the issue at Longfellow with structure – is not a safety concern, 
though it should be fixed as soon as possible to maintain a sound use of building.  This is 
a concern over the life of the building.  

o There was additional conversation about the wording chosen to discuss this via 
Mr. Meier. 

• Ben inquired – what would be typical maintenance costs 
o Nick – it’s not typical to see this much of the systems to be this far beyond their 

life. The community has gotten a lot of life out of them. But now they are coming 
due at the same time. Usually the big ticket items are accessibility.  

o Ben – what does this mean in terms of dollars and cents when you’re talking 
about percent of maintenance costs? 

o Mike Meier – are our Maintenance costs higher or less than other school 
districts? 

o Curt: the buildings will still look the way they do, even if we fix just the costs of 
the MEP – that will affect the comfort and feel for students and teachers, but the 
costs we’re talking about with MEP are not tangible. 

o Discussion about wanting information again about how other districts, who may 
have been in a similar position as Tosa, have prioritized the work 

• Level 1= greatest need of being addressed 

• Discussed maintenance cost summary – this is a snapshot in time- what was found by all 
of our groups working to go through these buildings – Nick 

o One of the challenges – what do we do with maintenance needs short term and 
long term 

• Committee questions: 
o Was there a way that life safety items were flagged in the report? 
o Questions about ADA compliance 
o More questions about what went into the rating of level of importance 
o General feeling of being overwhelmed by the numbers  
o Conversation about asbestos and environmental concerns – Washington was 

brought up in regard to the incident from this week – Melissa it is NOT a safety 
concern 

o Numbers are high level, not nitty gritty and as of now – no inflation built in 


